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Burundi 


Burundi: UNHCR Repatriates ‘Thousands’ of 
Rwandan Refugees 

AB0202102296 Paris AFP in English 

0942 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, 2 Feb (AFP) 
— The UN refugee agency was trucking thousands 
of Rwandan Hutu refugees in Burundi back to their 
neighbouring country Friday (2 February] as thousands 
of others were trying to cross the Ruvubu River into 
Tanzania. 


Those returning home from the Ntamba camp in north- 
eastern Burundi after fleeing Rwanda’s bloody 1994 
civil war were all volunteers, said Hitoshi Mise, the se- 
nior representative here of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). He said the UNHCR repa- 
triated 1,725 Rwandans from Ntamba Thursday, and 
would repatriate another 4,000 or so Friday, the last 
of them possibly on Saturday. 


Mise said 1,600 refugees from the camp crossed over 
into Tanzania on Wednesday and Thursday to join 
an earlier wave of refugees from Ntamba and the 
nearby Mugano camp. They had been accepted by 
the Tanzanian authorities and were being registered by 
UNHCR staff in Tanzania's Ngara region, he said. 


Congo 


Congo: Cabinet Decides on Use of Satellites for 
Media 


AB0102143596 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 0700 GMT | Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The cabinet met yesterday 
under the chairmanship of President Pascal Lissouba. 
[passage omitted] Touching on the current situation 
of the national television and FM radio networks, the 
cabinet deplored the advanced state of deterioration of 
the equipment. 


Actually, our radio and television transmission net- 
works, which were installed between 1979 and 1983, 
had 26 stations, each equipped with two transmitters. 
To date, two stations have been closed down. Each of 
the remaining stations now operates with only one in- 
stead of two transmiiters, and these transmitters function 
at about 50 percent of their initial transmission capacity. 


The FM radio network, set up between 1981 and 
1983 and which had 23 broadcasting stations — each 
equipped with two transmitters — is also in the same de- 
plorable state as the television network. Since the radio 
and television networks, which rely on the electromag- 
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netic waves beamed by the National Posts and Telecom- 
munications Office, are obsolete, there is no possibility 
of initii ting any expansion or reorganization of the net- 
works with the current infrastructure. 


Consequently, the cabinet has decided to initiate the 
reform of the transmission system. It has opted for the 
use of satellite as the main system of transmission. 
The cabinet directed the competent minister to start 
feasibility studies to ensure the implementation of the 
present decision. 


Meanwhile, the cabinet also decided to rehabilitate the 
electromagnetic wave system and to repair the existing 
transmission equipment. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Zaire: Clans in Tug-of-War Over Command of 
Intelligence Services 


BRO1021543% Brussels LA LIBRE BELG! OUE 
in French 1 Feb 96 


[Article by Marie-France Cros: “Secret Services: Who 
Will Control Them?" ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Westerners who are “sounding 
out the situation” to see whether to renew links with 
Zaire have been trying for the past 18 months to find 
out just how independent Zairian Prime Minister Kengo 
is Of President Mobutu. The cornerstone of the latter's 
power is his control over finance and the security forces. 


The Bank 


Just one year ago, the Zairian Government and president 
appointed to the head of the central bank a governor 
who is close to [Prime Minister] Kengo and a deputy 
governor from the Mobutu camp. The pro-Tshisekedi 
opposition state that the head of state and his prime 
minister agree that Mobutu should have access to more 
resources than laid down in his civil list drawn up by 
the Transitional Parliament. But in that case, why 1s 
the Mobutu camp pressing, as they have been doing for 
several weeks now, for a government reshuffle which 
would give them the Finance Ministry and control of 
the central bank? 


They are also calling for the Interior Ministry (of 
Strategic importance in preparing for the elections in 
18 months time) and the Foreign Ministry (during 
negotiations they asked for the Cooperauion Ministry, 
which controls foreign funds; but as this has not yet 
been reestablished, the Foreign Ministry seems more 
"desirable" ). 


Is the latest standoff now going to be for control of 
the secret services’? According to the pro-Tshisekedi 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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newspaper LE POTENTIEL of 26 January it is. It 
has presented the succession of secret service bosses 
over the past two months as a battle between the three 
ethnic groups of the Equator province, the Ngbandis, the 
Ngbakas, and the Mbunzas; Mobutu and Kengo come 
from the first group. 


Secret Services 


A government source denies this ethnic view of the 
situauion and “reads” the events as a succession of 
administrative and political measures. It is also pointed 
out that all the appointments have been temporary 
only: the High Council of the Republic/Transitional 
Parliament (HCR-PT) has not yet passed the legislation 
which establishes a sharing of senior civil service 
posts, ambassadors and regional governors between the 
political groupings, in accordance with the People’s 
Palace agreements. 


" ollowing the departure of Admiral Mavua, a Mukongo 
subsequently appointed defense minister, as head of the 
National Intelligence and Protection Service (SNIP), 
the post was temporarily filled by Mr. Goga, a Ng- 
bandi. During a recent tnp to Europe by the prime 
minister, Admiral Mavua appointed the former head of 
Gecamines Commercial, Mr. Atundu, a Mbunza, to re- 
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place Goga. This met with an angry response from Goga 
and Kengo: because the Ngbandis are frustrated, says 
LE POTENTIEL; because Kengo was not consulted 
says the government source. As to Atundu, he tned to 
force fate by occupying the position with authority. The 
prime minister then ordered Admiral Mavua to suspend 
both Goga ad Atundu, on 2 January, and to appoint a 
third man, George Leta. LE POTENTIEL reports that 
he is a Ngbaka (Equator province), while our govern- 
ment source says he is from Bandundu and a former 
presidential adviser. 


According to our fellow newspaper, Mr. Leta chose two 
assistants: Mr. Buesso, a Mukongo, and Mr. Libatu, 
& Mbunza. “With this restructuring the Ngbandis were 
excluded from the head of the SNIP.” On 24 January 
“Leta was thus in turn deposed in favor of Bang: Bangi, 
a Ngbandi,” the newspaper continues. Our government 
source states that in fact Mr. Leta failed to carry out 
an order from Admiral Mavua who consequently fired 
him. “But you must remember that Mr. Leta is close 
to Honore Ngbanda,” Mobutu’s much feared security 
adviser (he is nicknamed “terminator” by the Kinots). 
‘Ngbanda (himself a Ngbandi, ed.) would thus have 
controlled all security matters, which was not deemed 
desirable,” explains the source. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Cof ying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyngh! owners 
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South Africa: Mandela Says U.S. Bombed 
Hiroshima for Racial Reasons 


MBO0202124396 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
30 Jan 96 pl 


{Unattributed report: "Bomb on Hiroshima Because of 
‘Racism’ By Yanks, Says Pres. Mandela” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Nelson Mandela said 
on 29 January in Somerset West that the U.S. chose 
Japan as a target for the first atomic bomb in World 
War i! because the United States regarded the Japanese 
a® coloreds. 


However, upon enquiry the American Legion in Wash- 
ington told Arrie Rossouw on 29 January the reasons 
given by President Mandela for America’s decision to 
drop the bomb on a Japanese city is “very old and very 
wrong.” 


President Mandela made this statement about the Hi- 
roshima bomb when he addressed a UN study group on 
ihe impact of armed conflict on children. 


He also expressed government's “sincere sympathy” to 
South Africa’s neighbors — those who were the target 
of the former government's “aggressive wars” against 
them. 


He said that attacks on women and children in present 
conflicts are not unique. Industrialized countries did not 
limit themselves to military targets in world wars. The 
atomic bomb was used to show Russia that the United 
States was in possession of this weapon. 


On South Africa's wars againsi neighboring states, he 
said: "We were in the same trenches as the people of 
Mozambique and Angola, in particular, but we regret 
and are deeply ashamed about the destruction caused 
by our countrymen to the economies and communities 
of these countries. Although it may be misplaced, we 
offer our sincere apologies.” 


He emphasized that attacks on civilians should be 
punishable “in the strongest way possible.” 


South Africa: Government Welcomes French 
Statement on Nuclear Testing 


MBO102154096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1329 GMT 01 Feb 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb | 
SAPA — The South African government on Thursday 
welcomed France's announcement that it had stopped 
nuclear weapon testing. 


France would [words indistinct] Rarotonga Treaty, 
which established a nuclear-free zone in the South 
Pacific. 
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The Foreign Affairs Ministry in a statement said the 
South African government was convinced the cessation 
of all nuclear testing would enhance the climate for 
negouiations On a comprehensive nuclear test ban. 


This was a priority for negotiators at the Conference 
on Disarmament in Geneva this year as it formed 
an integral part of the agreement on nuclear non- 
proliferation adopted at a conference in May last year. 


South African Trade Minister Manuel Meets 
French Cooperation Minister 


LD0202103896 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text; A very frank meeting is the 
term used to describe the meeting between the French 
Cooperation Minister Jacques Godfrain and Trevor 
Manuel, South African minister of trade, tourism, and 
industry. 


The two men spoke among other things about the 
current negotiations taking place between the European 
Union and South Airica on an economic and trade 
agreement. The South African government suspects that 
France is dragging its feet in these talks. On his visit 
to Pretoria, Godfrain indicated that he had clarified 
France's stance on the negotiations to the South African 
authorities. 


South Africa: Britain’s Chalker Visits To Finalize 
New Aid Programs 

MB0202060896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0332 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Feb | SAPA 
— Britain's Overseas Development Minister Baroness 
Lynda Chalker was visiting South Africa to finalise 
plans for new British aid for a number of major projects, 
the British High Commission said on Thursday. 


These included support for community policing in the 
Western Cape and Free State worth RY million [rands], 
assistance for health-care services in Northern Province 
and the Northern Cape totalling R6 million, R7 million 
for a coastal zone management policy, the provision 
of 100 Walter Sisulu bursaries worth R600,000 for 
women from disadvantaged backgrounds to complete 
an African management programme at the University 
of South Africa, and the second phase of a UK-SA 
{South Africa] sports initiative valued at R900,000. The 
High Commission said in a statement from Pretoria 
this was in addition to a R14 million project involving 
Mpumalanga primary schools. 


“This brings total bilateral aid under the main aid pro- 
gramme to R250 million on 68 projects since April 
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1994." Chalker was to attend a Southern African De- 
velopment Community conference in Johannesburg on 
Thursday. 


South African Mercenaries Reportedly Operating 
in Sierra Leone 


MB0202062796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OSOO GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Western mining companies in 
Freetown say hundreds of South African mercenaries 
have been engaged in flushing out rebels from Sierra 
Leone’s main diamond producing areas. They say that 
500 of the mercenaries employed hy the South African 
company Executis 2 Outcomes are in the country to lend 
support to government troops in securing the mining 
areas cast of the capital. Production is reported to have 
resumed for the first time since the rebels, members 
of the Revolutionary United Front, raided mines \n the 
region during the first half of last year. 


South Africa: Provincial Affairs Minister Meyer To 
Resign 


MB0202105296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Feb 2 SAPA 
— Provincial Affairs and Constituuonal Development 
Minister Roelf Meyer is to resign his Cabinet post to 
become secretary-general of a revamped National Party 
[NP], NP leader F W de Klerk said in Pretoria on Friday. 


Opening the NP’s new headquarters in Pretoria, he said 
Meyer's resignation would be effective from March 
1. De Klerk, also deputy president, outlined what he 
Said was a new mission and vision for the NP. It 
included closer co-operation with other political parties 
and unifying the majority of South Africans around 
core values. “The fact that he (Meyer) is prepared to 
accept this new task...is an indication of the seriousness 
with which the NP is approaching its new vision and 
mission,” de Klerk said. Details on Meyer's appointment 
would be released later. 


De Klerk said his party still had not managed to 
completely shake off its past in the eyes of many South 
Africans. Old perceptions presented serious obstacles 
in the NP’s path toward broadening its support base. 
Another serious consideration was the danger of the 
country becoming trapped in one-party domination. 
“These facts have motivated the NP to undertake a 
process of renewed self-examination,” de Klerk said. 
“We have come to the conclusion that NP will have to 
take the lead in breaking the outmoted political pattern 
of our country.” 
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This would not be achieved through what de Klerk 
called an opportunistic coalition on the basis of a 
united front against the African National Congress. 
Changing the NP’s name or merely withdrawing from 
the government of national unity also did not provide 
the answer. “The NP is not married to its name or to its 
participation in the government of national unity,” de 
Klerk said. 


However, changes in this regard would only be made 
if the party was convinced they were in the national 
interest and would promote the NP’s vision. De Klerk 
said the party saw its role as one of unifying the majority 
of South Africans in a political movement based on core 
values and Christian norms. Improving its co-operation 
with other parties did not entail forming immediate 
formal alliances. “Our focus would be on seeking co- 
operation in dealing with all important challenges,” de 
Klerk said. “At the same time the exploratory talks with 
a view to bridging existing differences and the definition 
of common values. [sentence as received] 


"I, myself, have indeed already begun to hold such 
talks.” 


South Africa: Further on Government's Land 
Redistribution Plans 


MBO0102193496 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
1 Feb 96 pp 1,2 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) Land Affairs Minister Derek 
Hanekom issued a major land reform policy paper 
in Parliament today [as published] proposing wide 
redistribution and restitution of land and land tenure 
reform. 


The Green Paper on Land Policy is intended to re- 
dress inequalities in access to land inherited from the 
apartheid era and to secure the rights to people living 
in uncertainty on tribal land. 


{Words indistinct] against land invasions, and the simul- 
taneous release of parcels of urban land for communi- 
lies; 

— A land tax levied at local government level; 


— A systematic legislaive programme to give individ- 
uals and communities living on tribal land security of 
tenure. 


Hanekom said in a foreword to the document — an 
updated version of a policy paper first presented in 
August last year — that a white paper on land policy 
would be completed by May. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohabited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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The paper calls for constitutional measures to assist land 
redistribution. 

“It is essential that the constitution should make effec- 
tive land reform possible.” The interim constitution au- 
thorises expropriation for “public purposes” — which 
does not specifically include land reform — and insists 
on “just and equitable” compensation. 


Land recistribuuion, land restituuon and land tenure 
reform are tne three major planks of the Government's 
land reform policy. 


The ANC, in a submission to parliament this week, 
proposed a new property rights clause allowing for 
expropriation at values determined in part by “the ability 
of the State to pay”. Hanekom's paper dovetails with the 
ANC's proposal. It argues that “the constitution should 
not prevent Government from effectively responding to 
the demands and needs of the landless”. 


The paper says “the Government believes it is essential 
that the constitution should make effective land reform 
possible”. 

“If the constitution obstructs or prevents land reform, 
a constitutional crisis will occur as tension develops 
between the popular demand and need for land, and 
constitutional provisions, which make it impossible for 
Government to respond to that demand. 


“The Government is committed to a jand reform pro- 
gramme that will take place on a willing-seller, willing- 
buyer basis, where possible. However, where not possi- 
ble, the State must be able to expropriate land required 
for the public good. 

“Where land is acquired for land reform purposes, 
through purchase or expropriation, the State is legally 
obliged by the interim constitution and other laws to 
provide for the payment of compensauion. This should 
not exceed a reasonable assessment of market value with 
just and equitable provisions of the interim constitution 
being applied to prevent profiteering or undue capital 
gains at the expense of the public. 


"The State cannot allow a situation to arise where it 
appears that those who benefited under apartheid are 
using limited state resources to benefit from a land 
reform programme,” it says. 


The paper proposes that the Government should with- 
hold the R15,000 [rands) settlement grant due to fami- 
lies if the agreed price of the land in question is higher 
than the market value. 


Kt argues that “there are instances where justice and 
equity would require that compensation is lower than 
market value”. This would apply especially to State land 
sold to an individual below its market value. 
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On a proposed land tax, the policy paper says a specialist 
subcommittee had recommended that “a tax should 
be levied at a local government level and does not 
recommend the implementation of a nauional land tax 
on agricultural land”. 


On measures to improve security of tenure for tribal 
communities, the paper notes that traditional leaders 
have more power over communal land than was ever 
intended by traditional or pre-colonial customary law 
Of practice. 


The Government 1s obliged to ensure that all people 
enjoy the same level of access to due process of law, 
equality and other fundamental nights. 


South African: Land Affairs Minister Releases 
Land Reform Green Paper 


MB0102201096 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 1 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The shape of South Africa's 
new land reform policies became clearer today witi ihe 
unveiling of the Green Paper by Land Affairs Minister 
Derek Hanekom. It aims at addressing years of unjust 
apartheid land policy. 


The Green Paper is only a discussion at the moment, 
but it’s already aroused resentment among right-wingers 
who objected to its land expropriation provisions. 


[Begin recording} [Correspondent Linda van Tilburg) 
An estimated 3.5 million people were forcibly removed 
from urban and rural land between 1960 and 1980. 
Blacks were denied property nghts until the mid-1980's, 
and apartheid policies pushed them into overcrowded 
reserves, homelands, and *cwaships. It's this situation 
which the Green Paper on land reform hopes to address. 


{Hanekom] While the key beneficiary group in these 
land reform measures would be the peopie without land, 
the people who benefit are equally those with land, 
because if we don't deal with the problem, then we are 
facing a situation of instability, the likelihood of Jurther 
land invasions, and so forth. 


{Van Tilburg] Measures proposed in the Green Paper 
include an extensive restitution program for those who 
were dispossessed of land because of racially discrim- 
inatory legislation. The most important element of the 
document is the redistribution of land to the poor, and 
to aid this the government says it will give 15,000 rands 
to each poor family who needs help to buy land. The 
government says it's committed to the principle of a 
willing seller and a willing buyer, but where this 1s not 
possible, the state should be able to expropriate land for 
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the public good. It's been recommended that the prop- 
erty clause in the Interim Constitution be scrapped to 
enable the state to expropriate land. 


{Hanekom] So 1. / concern is rather how that property 
clause reads. We want to get on with land reform, 
we don’t want a constitution to make land reform 


impossible. 


[Van Tilburg] The green paper also states that the 
government has accepted a recommendation of the 
Katz Commission not to impose a national tax on 
agricultural land. However, the possibility of a rural land 
tax levied by local governments will be investigated 
further. It's also suggested that there should be a 
more ¢ven distribution of ‘arm sizes. A far-reaching 
policy siatement concerns farm workers. It relates to 
developing a successful partnership between laborers 
and farmers, and lists various options including so- 
called agri-villages in nearby towns, equity shareholding 
for farm workers and a subsidy arrangement. Regarding 
traditional land, the Green Paper proposes that tribal 
land administrations should be restructured. 


[Traditional leaders’ Chief Patekile Holomisa] Well, 
the traditional leaders, of course, will have to apply 
their minds to it, but they have tiot been involved 
in the negotiations or the discussions until now. My 
understanding is that the government has not yet started 
doing what it is supposed to do, which is to engage 
traditional leaders in its reform process. 


{South African Agricultural Union official Jack Raath] 
We are glad that the document has a balanced approach 
in terms of emphasizing a market approach, access to 
legal resource, and generally trying to also look at the 
interests of present land owners and future land owners, 
and this is positive. On the negative side, | think the 
emphasis on redistribution instead of on development 
and incentives is a negative starting point which has a 
-Sialist connotation. 


\Oepartment of Land Ajfairs official Tobie Meyer] 
There's some vagueness in this document that will have 
to be addressed, but I believe that you can't address this 
with such a short time, and we will support, and we will 
be enthusiastically involved in the land reform program 
from here, as the National Party. 


[Van Tilburg] The Green Paper is a discussion doc- 
ument. Various workshops will be held with interest 


groups countrywide to discuss their proposals before a 
White Paper is drawn up. [end recording] 
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South African Land Minister Comments on Land 
Reform Green Paper 


MB0102201696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705S GMT 1 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} South Africa’s Goverr.ment 
this morning published an eagerly awaited policy docu- 
ment on land reform. Under apartheid, 3.5 million peo- 
ple were forcibly displaced from their land, and compen- 
sation will be expected, and there 1s the [word indistinct) 
question of land distribution. At present, 85 percent of 
South African land is held by a mere 10 percent of the 
population. In Johannesburg, Caroline Dempster asked 
the minister for land affairs, Derek Hanekom, what the 
new policy document says. 


{Begin recording] [|Hanekom] The essential tenets 
would be A) a redistribuuon program, which gives 
people land [word indistinct], the opportunity to access 
land, with the assistance of a government grant. B) 
Something unique to South Africa, and that is a resti- 
tulion program, which gives people who lost their land 
rights as a result of apartheid laws, the opportunity to 
claim those land rights back — in some cases to go 
back to their land, in other Cases, to receive compensa- 
tion for their losses. And C) The other very important 
element would be a program of tenure reform, really 
Offering South Africans, many of whom live under 
conditions of insecure tenure, the opportunity to live 
with greater security of tenure and to change their 
existing forms of land ownership to more appropriate 
forms of land ownership. 


[Dempster] The majority of commercial farming land 
in South Africa rests in very few hands — those 
hands primarily being white commercial farmers. In 
terms of restoring land, some form of expropriation 
and compensation is going to be required. How exactly 
do you hope to deal with that, in the face of what 
is mounting opposition from the white commercial 
farmers? 


|[Hanekom} Our program is essentially based on vol- 
untary transactions between willing sellers of land and 
buyers of land. However, we do recognize that in certain 
instances there simply will not be sufficient or suitable 
land available on the market and it is only in those in- 
Staices where we will introduce or we will be prepared 
to expropriate land, expropriate land for land reform 
purposes. It is a tough one, but | think many people 
have acknowledged that to rely on the market alcae, it 
is simply insufficient. If we don’t address the critical and 
urgent cases of (landiessness), then the consequences 
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will be felt by property owaer, because there will be 
land invasions? 


[Dempster] How are you going to deal with land 
invasion? It is a very much a pressing and an immediate 
problem? 


{[Hanekom] We would never be able to deliver quickly 
enough to satisfy everybody. That is a reality. The best 
we can do is to try to do it as quickly as possible but 
not at the expense of doing it fairly and properly, and 
taking many considerations into account. 


[Dempster] Do you feel that by adopting the approach 
of, perhaps, expropriation where necessary and com- 
pensation at the rates that the government considers ad- 
equate, that you are not going down the rather slippery 
slope that led to the situation currently in Zimbabwe, 
where land has become a sensitive, a very con rsial 
issue, and it has opened the way for entre;ycuicy ‘0 
exploit the situation’ 


{Hanekom] No, we are not on that road at a. . unk 
one does need to call a spade a spade. We need to 
iedistribute land, and one can call it what you like but 
it is the same thing. The question is how do you do 
it? How do you fundamentally address the inequality 
of land ownership which we have inherited in South 
Africa? How do you address the urgent land needs 
of so many landless people. You only address it by 
introducing effective measures, which will give people 
access to land. Call it what you like, that is what it is 
about. [end recording] 


South Africa: National Party, PAC React to Land 
Restitution Green Paper 


MBO0102164196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT | Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The green paper on land 
restitution released by Land Affairs Minister Derek 
Hanekom this morning has elicited polemic resnonses 
from political parties. 


The National Party has welcomed the paper as an 
opportunity to find a balance between a more just land 
ownership program and property rights. However, it 
objected to the absence of a property clause. The PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress} on the other hand says it will 
Not support property clauses in the consutution. It says 
it supports the right of people to seek restitution of their 
land lost through conquest or discriminatory laws from 
1652 to today. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 7 


South Africa: Bank Report Fears Nation Heading 
for Disastrous ‘Debt Trap’ 


MB0202112596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1059 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Feb 2 
SAPA — South Africa is approaching a debt trap 
Situation that could lead the economy to financial 
disaster, unless fiscal conditions are improved over the 
next few years, ABSA [Amalgamated Banks of South 
Africa) Bank reported in its latest Economic Spotlight. 


The statement released Friday said while government's 
debit had risen to almost 60 percent of gross domes- 
lic product over the past decade, the situation was not 
irreversible. It said determined policy measures imple- 
mented over a period of time ‘o avoid sudden shocks 
to the economy could steer the economy away from 
the pending debt trap. Government debt has risen from 
35 percent to 58 percent of GDP over the past decade, 
Causing interest payments to rise from four percent to 
nearly seven percent of GDP. During the current fiscal 
year R34.2-billion [rands] would be spent on interest 
costs alone. 


"Should real interest rates average some 5.5 percent, 
the real growth rate average some three percent per 
annum and the primary deficit remain at its relauvely 
low level of 0.14 percent of GDP, the total interest cosi 
may nevertheless increase to nearly ten percent of GDP 
by 2006." 


‘By then, the debt-to-GDP-ratio will have increased to 
some 73 percent,” ABSA said. 


It said it was crucial for the state debt to be reduced, 
the primary deficit changed into a surplus and inflation 
contained to avoid interest costs rising and secure 
economic growth. An overa!l budget deficit of more 
than four percent for 1996/97 would aggravate the fiscal 
predicament. Analysts are expecting a budget deficit of 
around six percent to be announced at the upcoming 
March Budget presentation. 


South Africa: Union Cells on Members To Reject 
Retrenchments 


MB3101181996 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 3] Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The trade union of South 
African authorities [as heard] has called on all union, 
and non-union members in the South African public 
sector to reject envisaged retrenchments by the govern- 
ment. The union said the rationalization process did not 
give the government the right to make unilateral deci- 
sions on the retrenchments of thousands of workers. It 
said in the Northwest Province alone, more than 45,000 
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workers couid lose their jobs. The union has threatened 
to resort to civil disobedience, unless the government 
reverses the proposed mass retrenchments. 


South Africa: Paper on ‘Futility’ of Negotiations 
With Mandela 


MB0202062696 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER 
in Afrikaans 19-25 Jan96 p2 


(Editorial: "Arrogant”] 

{(FBIS Translated Text] The manner in which Nelson 
Mandela let the Mounted Guard and the Junior Dispatch 
Riders know — even before they met — that he was 
not happy with their resistance to the manner in which 
he was dealing with vital matters, is indicative of 
arrogance that must be noted. At the same time, it is 
once more a confirmation of the futility of participating 
in discussions and negotiations with him. 

Recently, something else came to light, proving that 
Mandela and his regime cannot be trusted. This was 
when he totally rejected the creation of a white home- 
land [Bianke tuisland). It had been on this basis that the 
Freedom Front had decided to participate in the elec- 
tions last year and had allowed themselves to be mis- 
led by going as far as forming the Afrikaner Homeland 
Council. 


It has all along been the duty of this newspaper 
constantly to focus attention on ANC statements: That 
there was no place in the new South Africa for the 
establishment of an ethnic volkstaat [homeland], while 
the ANC’s ideal is for a unitary, undivided South Africa. 


Last week, Mandela once again reiterated that the 
volkstaat was a mere fantasy. 


Thus, in the light of Mandela's latest utterances, namely, 
that he will not allow the secret Mounted Guard and the 
Junior Dispatch Riders to rouse Afrikaner emotions by 
criticizing and blaming the ANC regime, it has again 
been proved that no meaningful deliberations can be 
conducted with the regime. 


For the sake of convenience, the regime forgets that the 
sword of the Shell House killings still hangs over its 
head. 


That Dr. Theo de Jager [Mounted Guard leader) and 
his organization will have enough guts to challenge 
Mandela remains a vague hope, especially when one 
considers the sentiments they displayed on Saturday [13 
January] when they accepted the new dispensation, its 
symbols, and everything that goes with it. Nothing can 
therefore be expected of them at this stage. 


The HNP’s [(Herstigte Nasionale Party; Reformed Na- 
tional Party) standpoint has been strongly highlighted 
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since this fiasco: It is futile to try to negotiate with the 
ANC. 


Resistance to the alien regime can only come from 
outside. Only from that stand can an effective struggle 
be launched to regain the Afrikaner’s freedom. 


South Africa: kolice in KwaZulw/Natal Object To 
Raid by Investigators 

MB0102162796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT I Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The police in Margate have 
lodges a complaint with KwaZulu/Natal Commissioner 
Chris Serfontein, claiming they were not consulted 
on this morning’s raid at KwaXolo by the specialist 
investigation team. 


During the raid six people were arrested in connection 
with politically-motivated attacks in which at least 10 
people were killed shortly before Christmas. One was 
later released. A spokesperson for the Internal Stability 
Unit says the action by the team breached an earlier 
agreement that the local station commander will be 
consulted if outside police are to operate in the area. 


Meanwhile, local people, most of who are IFP (Inkatha 
Freedom Party] supporters, have demanded the release 
of the five people arrested during the operation at Lam- 
ont ward. They threaten to march and cause destruction 
at Margate tomorrow if the five are not released. 


South Africa: Mineworkers’ Union To Defend 
‘White Minority Rights’ 

MBO102171996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 01 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Feb | 
SAPA — The Mineworkers’ Union [MWU] would 
remain a whites-only organisation, general secretary 
Peet Ungerer said in a statement in Johann.sburg on 
Thursday. He said the MWU’s annual two-day congress 
this week in Johannesburg unanimously voted in favour 
of the union fighting for white minority rights. 


“The government and big business are mainly concerned 
about affirmative action and the rights of the majority,” 
Ungerer said. 


Poverty among whites was returning because of unjust 
affirmative action and unequal opportunities. In some 
respects it was worse than in the 1930s. 


Ungerer said the MWU congress had allocated ample 
funds for Constitutional Court actions, should minority 
labour unions be denied the right to represent their 
members. 
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It also decided to advise its members to boycott [v ods 
indistinct} Broadcasting Corporation refused to retain 
current Christian and Afrikaans programmes. 


The congress furthermore insisted on the continued 
existence of Afrikaans schools. "We will encourage 
parents to protect their children if schools are being 
occupied by radical elements,” the MWU said. Members 
having to leave their jobs at short notice for this purpose 
would be defended without cost by the MWU should 
they run into problems with employers. 


The MWU claims to represent 60,000 white workers in 
mines and other industries. 


It vowed to do everything possible to make South Africa 
a successful country, adding: "Our motto this year must 
be: ‘If you want peace, prepare for war’.” 


South African Press Review for 1 Feb 
MBO0102133996 


(FBIS Report] 
THE STAR 


Detention of Juveniles — “Hats off to the ANC’s Carl 
Niehaus who has publicly admitted that last year’s 
release of hundreds of awaiting-trial juveniles didn’t go 
well,” notes a page-16 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on | February. The paper welcomes a 
new bill which "provides for the detention in prison or 
police cells of juveniles accused of serious crimes such 
as murder, rape, armed robbery and car hijacking.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


No Outcry Over Financial Mismanagement — Reports 
of unauthorized expenditure of tens of millions of rands 
by the former KwaZulu homeland government, follow- 
ing similar reports of maladministration in Transkei and 
Bophuthatswana, “are a stark reminder of how far we 
are from being a ‘normal’ democracy” notes a page-10 
editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in English on 
| February. “In any such normal society the public out- 
cry would be enormous and the accountable politician 
would be called on to — and probably would — fall 
on his or her sword. There would also be heads to roll 
among line managers who had taken insufficient care 
of taxpayers’ funds. These standards do not, however, 
“pply in transitional South Africa.” “It may be said that 
these matters apply to the old era. What, though, when 
the first instances of post-April 1994 financial misman- 


agement come to light?” 
BEELD 


Editorial Views Premier's Visit To Cuba, U.S. — 
“Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale’s denial that he had 
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asked the U.S. Information Agency to pay for his trip 
to Cuba is to be welcomed. It’s a pity that this was 
not stated as clearly when BEELD initially approached 
his office for comment,” begins a page-16 editorial 
in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 25 January. 
“However, let's put that issue to rest. Why does Mr. 
Sexwale want to link his U.S. visit with a visit to Cuba 
— even if Gauteng is paying for the Cuban leg of the 
visit? Cuba has been friends with the ANC for a long 
time now, but the U.S. has not been on friendly terms 
with Cuba for decades. Consecutive Republican and 
Democrat governments in Washington bear testimony 
to this. Since Americans are paying for Mr. Sexwale’s 
visit to the U.S. it is highly insensitive of him to ignore 
the feelings of his host country. If Gauteng had to pay 
for the entire visit — that is his trip to the U.S. and then 
to Cuba (or any other country) — then no one would 
be in a position to criticize the visit — (except to note 
that it is possibly a waste of money to visit a struggling 
Cuba). However, since the U.S. is financing the visit, 
Mr. Sexwale could have returned to South Africa from 
the U.S., before going to Cuba.” 


South African Press Review for 2 Feb 
MB02021 35496 


[FBIS Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Criticism of ANC’s ‘Jobs-For-Pals’ — “Democratic 
Party leader Tony Leon has drawn attention to an 
aspect of life in the new South Africa that worries 
us, too, the vast bureaucracy, the plethora of statutory 
bodies and commissions, the huge salanes that are 
paid to government functionaries,” states the page-6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
on 1 February. The paper is also “disturbed” by the 
“jobs-for-pals, or jobs for tripartite alliance members 
or sympathisers syndrome, which rewards individuals 
for their past services to the ANC and its cause.” With 
“sharper budgeting and control, we might be spared 
more budget shocks, for we are already overtaxed in all 
directions and this is bringing hardships to those who, 
by their work and enterprise, fill :' ~ state's coffers.” 


THE STAR 


Universities — The temporary closure of the University 
of the Western Cape following campus unrest ‘is 
indicative of the malaise afflicung many universities,” 
Says a page-12 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 2 February. This university, “like many 
others, was an apartheid creation, designed to serve 
the coloured community. Several other former ‘Bush 
Colleges’ are struggling to survive under a mountain 
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of debt.” Admissions and fees are also two issues 
challenging the traditionally white universities and THE 
STAR urges all the stakeholders to “thrash out a 
compromise so that 1996 does not become another 
wasted academic year.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Inquiry Into Priority Crimes Unit ‘Foot-Draggin?” — 
Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN in English for 2- 
8 February in a page-24 editorial congratulates Safety 
and Security Minister Mufamadi’s ministry for its 
investigation into MAIL & GUARDIAN claims of 
“foot-dragging by the National Priority Crimes unit 
under the command of Assistant Commissioner Karel 
‘Suiker’ Britz.” "It is a mark of the pace and magnitude 
of change in this country that when a newspaper 
expresses concern about the conduct of a senior police 
Officer, the responsible ministry should order a high- 
powered investigation and then publish a frank account 
of its findings.” However, the inquiry’s conclusions 
“amount to little more than the useful Scotush finding of 
"not proven guilty’ — a judgment which falls far short 
of ‘not guilty’.” 


NEW NATION 


Third Force Linked to Alberton Shootings? — Johan- 
nesburg NEW NATION in English on 2 February in a 
page-10 editorial comments on the AK-47 attack on un- 
employed workers queuing for jobs in Alberton which 
left at least 8 people dead, saying it is the “random- 
ness about the attack that is most disquieting. It bears a 
frightening resemblance to the callous manner in which 
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gunmen Carried out the train attacks in the post-1990 pe- 
riod to fuel rivalry between black politcal formations. 
Those responsible were without doubt located in the se- 
curity establishment of the apartheid government. Could 
this be another attempt to foment conflict between polit- 
ical parties? And could it be that someone in the security 
force orchestrated the billings, as was the case with the 
Shobashobane massacre? These are compelling reasons 
to speculate on third force culpability.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Land Reform Proposals ‘Warranted’ — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 2 February in a page-8 
editorial welcomes the "broad thrust” of the Green Paper 
on land veleased on 1 February. “The agricultural land 
market could conceivably be affected by a Green Paper 
proposal that land purchased cheaply under apartheid, 
for example as a result of forced removals, should be 
subject to expropriation at lower than market prices. But 
it is hard to find fault with the principle. In addition, 
only the initial land purchaser would be penalised in 
this way.” Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom’'s 
approach is “cauuous — too cautious for the liking 
of some political parties and NGOs [nongovernmental 
organization] — but the drift of his policy is clear. It 
is directed at the 40% of South Africans in rural areas, 
those unjustly deprived of their land, those without land 
or adequate land to meet their basic needs and those 
at risk of arbitrary eviction and loss of land rights.” 
Therefore, in the interests of “equity and stability” in the 
rural areas, reforms of the type Hanekom is proposing 
“are warranted.” 
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Angola 


Angolan President Receives South African 
Minister; Accord Signed 


MBO102162696 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT | Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Visiting South African Foreign 
Minister Alfred Nzo was received by President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos at the Futungo de Belas Palace 
today. Alfred Nzo then left for the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry in lower Luanda to sign a cooperation protocol 
between the two countries. 


It can be said that the South African foreign minister, 
who returns to his country this afternoon, has concluded 
his visit in triumph. A few moments ago he and 
Venancio de Moura, his Angolan counterpart, signed a 
bilateral cooperation protocol that will govern relations 
between the two countries’ foreign ministries. 


[Begin unidentified speaker recording] The two sides 
exchanged views on the priorities to be given to various 
fields of bilateral relations. They concluded that, above 
all, there is a need to promote and strengthen economic 
relations, which will, among other things, help reduce 
unemployment in both countries. 


The two ministers examined the regional and interna- 
tional political and economic situation and called for a 
new international economic order and a new order in 
relationship among states. 


The two delegations expressed satisfaction with the first 
visit to the Republic of Angola by a South African 
Government foreign minister from the government of 
national unity. They also expressed satisfaction with 
their agreement on issues discussed during the talks 
and the results achieved. What is more, they expressed 
satisfaction with the state visit that His Excellency 
President Mandela will soon make to Angola. Some 
details about this visit have already been agreed upon. 


To strengthen bilateral relations, the two sides agreed 
On specific parameters — within the framework of the 
general cooperation agreement — to be assessed by the 
two heads of state. [end recording] 


Angola: Observers Stress Need for Confinement of 
UNITA Troops 


LD0102174696 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Announcer] Portuguese, 
Russians, and Americans r ~ in Lisbon for two days 
to discuss the progress in ne implementation of the 
Lusaka Agreements on Angola. They concluded that 
the prospects of peace in Angola may remain no more 
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than pious hopes if the confinement of UNITA [National 
Unior for the Total Independence of Angola] troops in 
agreed assembly areas does not proceed rapidly. 


Jose Lamego, the secretary of state for foreign affairs 
and cooperation, is still optimistic: 


[Begin Lamego recording] Naturally we note with con- 
cern the delays in the implementation of the peace 
process, especially with regard to the confinement of 
troops. This is clearly expressed in the final commu- 
nique. 


Be that as it may, our efforts must be directed positively 
toward speeding up the peace process in 1996. This 
is why we have met and why we believe that the 
UN Security Council will renew the mandate of the 
UNAVEM-3 {UN Angola Verification Mission] force. 
[end recording] 


[Announcer] Our correspondent Antonio Pacheco has 
further details: 


[Pacheco] The final statement reflects satisfaction over 
the conduct of the international community toward the 
peace process. [passage omitted] It stresses, among 
Other things, that the Russian deputy foreign minister 
is to send two letters from Boris Yeltsin to President 
Eduardo dos Santos and UNITA leader Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi. 


According to the statement, the same satisfaction cannot 
be expressed over developments in Angola itself. There 
is a crucial need to catch up with the delays in the 
implementation of the peace accords, esnecially in the 
matter of the confinement of troops to barracks, the 
Statement stresses. 


Angola: UNITA To Confine 16,500 Men by 8 
February 


MB0202075996 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 1 Feb 96 


[From the “Londres, Ultuma Hora” program presented 
by Laura Melo} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government con- 
tinues to charge the National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola [UNITA] with not fulfilling its 
responsibilities in terms of the Lusaka peace accord’s 
implementation. The government's preferred target for 
criticism is the delay in the UNITA troop confine- 
ment process. When U.S. Ambassador Madeleine Al- 
bright visited Bailundo, UNITA President Jonas Sav- 
imbi promised to have 16,500 men confined by 8 Febru- 
ary but Luanda says UNITA will not fulfill its promise. 
I have just been in touch with UNITA spokesman Gen- 
eral Isaias Samakuva, and this is what he said about the 
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government's criticism and the issue of confining the 
16,500 men: 


{Begin recording) [Samakuva] Those government re- 
marks have nothing to do with the truth. The truth is 
that we are, in fact, moving soldiers to the assembly 
areas and already have confined some troops, mainly 
in Vila Nova. The movement of troops continues and 
there must be no doubt that we are intent on complying 
with the promise UNITA President Dr. Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi made a few weeks ago. 


{Melo} Only yesterday, representatives of the govern- 
ment, UNITA, and the UN Angola Verification Mission 
(Unavem]-3 toured the UNITA assembly areas, and they 
found that no, or very few, soldiers had arrived in some 
of those areas. How do you hope to confine 16,500 men 
by the promised date? 


{Samakuva] We have been saying we will confine those 
men on the expected date. This is only | February today, 
so we still have some time to achieve our goal. In view 
of this, | think we should be calmer and wait for that 
day to come. We are sure to have the soldiers contined 
by that date. 


[Melo] The Angolan Government also accuses UNITA 
of trying to renegotiate the Lusaka peace accord by 
asking for far more generals in the Angolan Armed 
Forces, FAA, than the six originally agreed on. Would 
you like to comment? 


{Samakuva] There was never any agreement on only 
six generals in the FAA. The Lusaka Protocol provides 
for UNITA soldiers joining the Armed Forces. In fact, it 
provides for the creation of a single national army. What 
was agreed was that there would be a general draft, 
meaning that all UNITA soldiers would join the Armed 
Forces. We would like to ask: If only six generals are 
supposed to join the new army, where must the other 
generals go? If that is the case, are we in fact involved 
in a general draft or are we adopting other principles? 
These are the questions we would like to raise. 

{Melo} Be that as it may, you confirm that... 
[Samakuva, interrupting) The Lusaka Protocol does not 
specify that only six UNITA generals can join the new 
army. 

{Melo} But you confirm that UNITA wants 40 senior 
officers in the FAA? 


[Samakuva] All we would like to do is comply with the 
agreements we reached — notably, thai there would be 
a general draft of UNITA soldiers into the FAA. This 
is what we support. 

{Melo} What about the formation of a government of 
national unity and reconciliation? This is also a new 
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element that was not agreed on in Lusaka, but UNITA 
is making demands. 


{Samaku'’a) With regard to national reconciliation mat- 
ters, the Lusaka Protocol provides for the participation 
of UNITA thicials in the government of national unity 
and reconciliauon. Thus, there is nothing new in this 
and, therefore, UNITA is not making any new demands. 
All we demand is what the Lusaka accord provides for. 
[end recording] 


Angola: UNITA Frees 32 POW’s in Huambo, 
Huila, Moxico Provinces 


MBO0102203096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 1 Feb 96 


{Communique issued by UNITA Information Secretary 
Adriano Marcial Dachala in Bailundo on 1 February 
1996 — read by announcer] 


{FBIS Translated Text] In line with the Lusaka Protocol, 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola has just freed 32 prisoners of war and handed 
them over to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. The prisoners were simultaneously freed in 
Huambo, Huila, and Moxico Provinces. 


[Issued] Bailundo, | February 1996 


[Signed] 
Dachala 


Angola: ‘Large Quantities’ of Arms Reportedly 
Delivered in Benguela 

MB0102203396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 1 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Reports from Benguela Province 
say large quantities of lethal equipment were unloaded 
in Watuke Ward of Catumbela, Ganda District, in late 
January. MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] intelligence service agents oversaw the 
operation. Our correspondent says government soldiers 
intend to use the equipment to destabilize Iambala, 
Calombembe, Elisa Farm, and other areas controlled 
by the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola. Weapons wil! be issued to MPLA sympathizers. 


Angola: Border Security Talks Held With Zaire 


MBO0202062596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 1 Feb % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angola and Zaire are discussing 
stability and security along the common border at ema. 
The governments of the Province of Cabinda and Lower 
Zaire met for the first time along the lema common 
border, 18 km from the city of Cabinda. 


information Secretary Adriano Marcial 
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The Zairian delegation arrived fours late. After the 
protocol ceremony, the two delegations held talks for the 
first time. The Cabinda delegation was led by governor 
Jose Mario Taty, while the Lower Zaire delegation was 
led by Governor (Byeye Ambaki). 


The meeting was designed to begin regular consultations 
and review border security. It was an exploratory meet- 
ing. The two delegations will establish four commis- 
sions — the border security commission; the economy 
and trade commission; the political, social and adminis- 
trative commission; and the sports and culture commis- 
sion. 


The commissions will prepare the working agenda of the 
next meeting to be held in Matadi or Boma, | epublic of 
Zaire, at a date to be agreed upon by the two sides. The 
two leaders who met for the first time acknowledged 
the strong historical and cultural ties binding the two 
fraternal peoples, which must respected. They said the 
borders separating the two regions do not constitute 
absolute barriers. At the end of the meeting, the leaders 
of the two delegations signed a final communique. 


Mozambique 


Mozambican Interior Minister Rules Out 
Resignation 

MBO0202080496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Maputo on 1 February, 
Interior Minister Manuel Antonio accused the media of 
campaigning for his resignation. Antonio's accusation 
follows his remarks in the 22 January edition of 
NOTICIAS, in which he discussed the situation of the 
Interior Ministry's jails. He said some news media 
outlets had distorted his remarks. 


{Begin recording] [Antonio] I think several news media 
outlets have distorted my ideas and mounted a personal 
attack against me. They did not want to comment on 
issues that were dealt with on 21 January. They wanted 
to attack Manuel Antonio directly. 


I would like to inform the public that the problem is not 
exactly as it was reported in certain news media. It is 
not only in jails that lives are lost due to lack of food. 
Lives are also lost on roads and in districts due to lack 
of food and for other reasons. The news media did not 
deal with that, but only with lives lost in the Interior 


Ministry's jails. [end recording] 


Manuel Antonio added that despite the campaign waged 
by news media, he will stay on as interior minister. He 
added that he will never resign, even if such campaigns 
continue. 
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[Begin recording] [Antonio] Resign from government? 
Do not even think of that. Do not even think of that. 
Do not even think of that. As long as this campaign 
continues, I will not resign. 


{Unidentified correspondent] Is this a campaign? 


[Antonio] It is a great campaign. | will not resign while 
this campaign continues. Do not even think of that. This 
Campaign must stop. If it stops, then it will be fine. [end 
recording] 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Government Reportedly Fails To 
Attend Talks With SFTU 


MB0202120696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 2 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Phiwokwakhe Ngidi] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The government 
negotiations team has failed to attend negotiation ses- 
sions with the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTU). The call for a negotiated settlement to end the 
confrontation between the SFTU and government was 
made by the Prime Minister Prince Mbilini recently. 


Assistant Secretary General of the SFTU Jabulani Nx- 
umalo says they have attended three sessions but the 
government team never showed up. “It seems the gov- 
ernment team is running away from the negotiations 
table,” he said. “Government has repeatedly said they 
want to hold discussions with us but at the appointed 
time they give excuses for their failure to show up”. ~ 


Nxumalo said that the government team has stood 
them up on three instances. "We first arranged to hold 
discussions at the Mountain Inn on Tuesday from 2:30 
in the afternoon. We waited for the government team 
to show up until 4:00 PM when we decided to leave 
because they had not arrived. The same happened on 
Wednesday and Thursday when we were supposed to 
meet with them at the same venue at 3:00PM. They 
never showed up but gave excuses that they had other 
commitments. This makes us believe that government, 
despite saying they were ready for negotiations, is now 
running away from the table,” Nxumalo said. 


The Minister of Labour and Public Service, Albert Sha- 
bangu denied that the government team had boycotted 
any meeting with the SFTU. “The SFTU knows the .a- 
dividual to contact when they have anything to discuss 
with government. | am a member of the negotiations 
team and | am not aware of any meeting we have not 
attended. All | know is that we are supposed to meet 
the SFTU tomorrow (today) at 3:00 PM for discussions. 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Maybe there is a communication breakdown between 
SFTU and the contact," Shabangu said. 


The confrontation between the two brought the country 
to a virtual stand-still through an eight-day stay-away 
organised by the SFTU. There was neither public 
transport nor essential services such as refuse collection. 
Electricity and water supply was on and off in some 
areas. 


The climax of the confrontation was when three mem- 
bers of the SFTU executive were arrested but later freed 
after their charges had been withdrawn. 


Swaziland: Police Reportedly Question SFTU 
Leaders 


MBO102192296 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English | Feb 96 pp 1,2 


{Report by Pheshya Vilakati] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Secretary General of the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) Mr 
Jan Sithole was yesterday morning summoned by 
police authorities to an urgent meeting at the police 
headquarters. However, the agenda of the meeting 
could not be established at the time of compiling this 
report. He was summoned along with his assistant 
Mr Jabulani Nxumalo and the President Mr Richard 
Nxumalo. According to an officer at the SFTU offices, 
Mr Sithole was summoned in the morning. 


It is believed that the summoning might be a result 
of newspaper reports to the effect that the SFTU has 
been working closely with the National Intelligence 
Agency (NIA) of South Africa during last week's 
crippling mass stay-away. The reports stated that SFTU 
is allegedly after imposing a democratic situation that 
is acceptable to the African National Congress (ANC) 
and the Communist Party in the country. 


An officer at the police headquarters confirmed that 
the three union leaders were summoned by the force's 
authorities. However, the officer could not say what was 
@iscussed during the meeting. "I do not know what the 
meeting is all about. It was scheduled to start at 3pm,” 
said the officer. 


There was no immediate comment from the ANC at the 
time of compiling this report. 
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Swaziland: SFTU Denies Links With South Africa’s 
ANC 


MBO0i02201196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 1 Feb 96 p2 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The African 
National Congress (ANC) has dismissed with contempt 
South African rightwingers’ allegations that the ANC 
infiltrated the labour movement here to destabilize 
Swaziland. 


The main labour movement here, the Swaziland Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions (SFTU) has also denied the 
allegations. 


The charges against the ANC\Communist Party and the 
National Intelligence Agency (NIA) were made this 
week by the Afrikaner WeerstandsBeweging (AWB) 
{Afrikaner Resistance Movement] in a statement. In a 
telephone interview, AWB's Liaison Officer, Mr Fred 
Rundle stated that this was a warning to the Swaziland 
government. Mr Rundle said the ANC-led government 
of SA [South Africa], through the NIA was out to 
destabil e Swaziland and the mission is to impose here 
the same kind of system as in SA. He said the NIA has 
infiltrated the labour movement and was involved ‘n an 
advisory and active capacity. He cited the recent mass 
stay away called by the SFTU as being the work of the 
NIA. But he declined to give evidence in support of the 
allegations. 


A spokesman for the ANC, Mr Ronnie Mamoepa, said 
the allegations are malicious and have no substance. He 
said: “I don’t think we should waste our time responding 
to such malicious allegations which have no substance 
at all”. 


"You can see, my brother, all this is up to scratch and 
it’s not worth talking about". Mr Mamoepa said the 
allegations have no truth. 


Assistant Secretary of the SFTU, Mr Jabulani Nxumalo, 
said the organization never received any assistance, 
monetary or in-kind from the ANC or NIA. Mr Nxumalo 
said the SFTU gets its money from subscriptions and 
other forms of income generating projects such as the 
selling of t-shirts. 


"The allegations by the AWB are nothing else but a 
desperate conspiracy to protect a crumbling system”. 
In fact, the allegations confirm the marriage between 
government (past) and the erstwhile apartheid regime,” 
he said. 


Mr Nxumalo said the AWB wanted to protect Tin- 
khundla [Traditional Community Councils] because the 
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system (tinkhundla), like apartheid thrives on racism, 
tribalism nepotism, etc. He said racism is rife in Swazi- 
land. 


"The AWB so-called warning is an insult to the Swazi 
nation. Who said Swazis want to be warned by rejects?” 


he quipped. 


He said the stayaway was initiated by Swazis who 
realised that in order for the country to attain certain 
things, the 1973 King’s Decree should be removed. 


Mr Nxumalo called on the AWB to come up and give 
more information on its partnership with the Swaziland 
government. 


Minister of Labour and Public Service, Albert Shabangu 
declined to comment on the allegations. 


Swaziland: Industrial Relations Act To Deal 
‘Harshly’ With Federations 


MB0202095396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 2 Feb 96 p 32 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The controversial 
Industrial Relations Act, 1996, secks to deal very 
harshly wiui federations which engage in activities that 
may “ving about the overthrow or violent resistance of 
government. Government may apply to the Industrial 
Court t@ have such federations or unions dissolved 
forthwith and the leaders banned from holding office 
for a term not exceeding five years. 


This is provided for in Section 86 which also states 
that a person who has been a victim of any violence, 
intimidation or whose property has been damaged or 
has suffered a loss may sue the organisation in a civil 
court. Minister of Labour and Public Service Mr Albert 
Shabangu said the King assented to the law which came 
into effect on 20 January 1996. In a press statement Mr 
Shabangu said people who suffered a loss as a result 
of the week-long mass stay-away are at liberty to sue 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, which called 
the strike. He said this follows a pronouncement by His 
Majesty King Mswati III which was based on Section 
86. 


Section 75 provides that clements which gave financial 
assistance or any other support to cause a strike or 
lockout that person is liable to a maximum fine of 
ES,000 [emalangeni} or 5 years imprisonment or both. 
The same goes for the federation or organisation which 
receives such assistance. 


Section 40 bans federations from calling meetings to 
advise or take instructions for its affiliates to go on 
strike. Federation leaders who incite a strike face a 
maximum fine of ES,000 or 5 years imprisonment. 
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Swaziland: Strikes Called ‘Beginning of the End’ 
for King Mswati 


MBO0102170796 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
1 Feb 96 p17 


{Article by Adrian Hadland for the Independent Foreign 
Service] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The latest salvo of crippling 
strike action and the recent political turmoil in Swazi- 
land marks the beginning of the end for the subconti- 
nent’s last remaining absolute monarchy. 


While many countries around the world hove shown that 
societies, and even fully fledged democracies, can make 
provision for a symbolic and constitutional monarchy, 
few have presented a sustainable vision of executive, 
absolute kingship in the context of the 20th century and 
beyond. 


Provision for a monarchy in South Africa's own consti- 
tution, even though no absolute powers will be ceded, 
remains one of the most contentious issues faced by the 
constitution’s makers. 


The major reasons for the fading of absolutism are 
the same compelling reasons behind the emergence of 
democracy as the increasingly dominant mode of gov- 
ernance of our contemporary era. Without the trans- 
parency and accountability inherent in a democratic sys- 
tem of government, corruption, nepotism and secrecy 
are likely to flourish, to the detriment of all but a lim- 
ited elite. “Power corrupts, but absolute power corrupts 
absolutely”. 


Apart from his title and ali the obvious trappings of 
royal entitlement, the 28-year-old King Mswati III has 
inherited a difficult, arguably unsustainable, situation. 
In 1973, his predecessor, King Sobhuza II, in the face 
of new clamourings for democracy, issued a royal 
proclamation which has come back to haunt Mswati. 
"| have assumed supreme power in the kingdom,” the 
proclamation states, and “all legislative, executive and 
judicial power is vested in me". This directive has 
remained in force for more than 20 years, with the 
mamtle of supreme power now being worn by Mswati. 
Added to this and also still in force, are a number 
of clauses within the proclamation aimed at preventing 
political activities. 

The absence of poidcal parties and the over- 
concentration of authority has meant the struggle 
for power in Swaziland has been confined to the royal 
family. Historian Richard Levin says that following 
the death of Sobhuza, a four year battle for familial 
supremacy was waged, culminating shortly after the 
accession of Mswati in 1986 with the arrest on sedition 
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and treason charges of 12 prominent public figures, 
including a former prime minister, a former labour 
ininister and members of the royal family. 


The factionalism and intrigue of that period continue 
today, contend many Swazis, further complicated by 
networks of formal and itiformal royal advisers. These 
advisers, say critics, form a “human curtain" around 
Mswati, keeping him isolated and uninformed. But it 
is the course of history that threatens the absolute 
monarchy in Swaziland. 


During the 1960s and 1970s the domino theory became 
a popular means of describing the likely impact of 
communism on a region, meaning one country after 
another tumbling in the ideology’s thrall. This theory 
was also used to justify military intervention in some 
countries. 


Ironically, it is democracy that is following the domino 
principle in the 1990s, and Swaziland is the last domino 
resisting the multiparty system in southern Africa. 


The monarch and his self-appointed cabinet face an in- 
creasingly confident and militant pro-democracy move- 
ment, as well as pressure to reform not only from neigh- 
bouring countries, but from donor nations and in forums 
like the Southern African Development Community. 


The sands of time are surely running low for absolutism 
in this part of the world. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Former President Kaunda Criticizes 
Lhiluba’s Government 


MBO102175996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT I Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Zambia's former President 
Kenneth Kaunda really went to town yesterday in an 
outspoken altack on President Chiluba’s government 
and preparations for general elections later this year. 
Kaunda has been making a comeback, and he is now 
UNIP’s [United National Independence Party] candidate 
for the presidency. Yesterday, he was bitterly critical 
of the voter registration exercise, claiming that it was 
being manipulated in the ruling MMD's (Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy] favor. He called for it to be 
scrapped and warned that if it wasn't and if efforts to 
exclude him from the elections succeeded, there could 
© widespread violence. He went so far as to say the 
'D was inviting a Rwanda and Burundi situation 
On the line to Lusaka, Elizabeth Ohene 
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{Begin recording] [Kaunda] I have always been nonvi- 
olent in word, thought, and deed. But what these people 
in government have done to Zambia is simply terrible. 
When you look at the way registration of voters has 
gone, it is a fiasco, it is a saga, it is terrifying. 


{Ohenc] You mean things are bad enough to the point 
where you have to abandon your nonviolent posture? 


{[Kaunda] No, Elizabeth, I cannot abandon my nonvio- 
lent struggle at all, but I will defy this government, and 
what they will do to me might, I say, lead to the reac- 
tion, angry reaction of the majority, greatest majority of 
the people of Zambia who are very dissatisfied with the 
work of this government. 


{Ohene]} But as far as the registration goes, the thing 
is in place, people have been asked to go and register. 
They are not doing it. That is not the government's fault, 
is it? | would have thought that people like you, who 
have parties, you should go out and ask people to come 
and register. 


{[Kaunda] [laughs] The company that they have engaged 
to do this has been a failure. They failed in Mozam- 
bique. They nearly caused a fiasco. In Zimbabwe, they 
failed. They have been chucked out. Here we invite 
them to come and repeat the same mess, which they are 
doing now very well. They know how to mess it up. 


{Ohene] I was just wondering whether it is a good idea 
for a man of your stature to mention your country, 
Zambia, in the same breath as Rwanda and Burundi 
— these two tragic countries in Africa. 


{[Kaunda] What was Rwanda, Elizabeth, before that 
[word indistinct]? What was Burundi? What was Nige- 
ria? What was the Sudan before this? What was Soma- 
lia? What was Liberia? Before that, they were peaceful 
countries and when leaders misbehaved, as my leaders 
here are doing, they brought chaos to those countries. 
This is what I am saying. I am not advocating violence 
at all. | am warning against violence. 


[Ohene] It looks as if now, it is quite personal now 
between you and President Chiluba. Is it personal? 


{[Kaunda]} No. [laughs] | can’t personalize this at all. 
I am saying: How do you legislate retroactively if 
you are a Christian nation? They declared themselves 
a Christian nation and you are going to legislate 
retroactively. The Supreme Court chief justice and 
other judges of civil courts decide to nullify a law 
which is oppressive to the people of Zambia. The vice 
president of the Republic denounces them; the legal 
affairs minister of the Republic denounces them in 
Parliament. What type of people are these? Do you 
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expect me to sit down and accept that type of rulers? 
They are thugs. (end recording] 


Zambia: Editorial Deplores Chiluba Holding 
Human Rights Report 

MB0202135696 Lusaka THE POST in English 
12 Jan 96 p6 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] State House has not at al! times 
acted in the intcresis of the people, but to ensure the 
political survival of the President. Too many things have 
been done 11 the name of the people of Zambia by 
State House when in actual fact they are for the narrow 
personal interests of the President. 


In 1985 justice Matthew Chaila submitted a drug 
trafficking report to former president Kenneth Kaunda. 
The report was supposed to be made public so that 
Zambians could know the dangerous situation they 
were living in and take corrective action politically and 
otherwise. 


Chaila’s report gathered dust in Kaunda’s office for over 
five years while he was trying to reconcile politically 
with those the commission had found to be involved in 
Grug trafficking. 


A few days before the October 1991 multiparty elec- 
tions Kaunda released the report to the public, with the 
sole aim of discrediting the Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy (MMD) whose leading members, such as 
Vernon Mwaanga, Sikota Wina and his wife Mirriam 
Nakatindi, were believed by justice Chaila’s commis- 
sion to be drug traffickers. 


But Kaunda's effort was futile. It was too late for anyone 
to believe justice Chaila's findings, and probably even 
for the authors of the report to defend it. Kcunda cid not 
release the report for the good of the public but for his 
own political survival. If Mwaanga and the Winas were 
not part of MMD, or had remained in his then ruling 
UNIP [United National Independence Party], we have 
no doubt that the report would still be a guarded secret 


President Prederick Chiluba has failed to rise above 
Kaunda’'s blunders. 


Trivial matters of a highly personal nature, are elevated 
above those of greater public interest and attended 
to without delay to ensure personal political survival. 
soon (words indistinct} got the Munyama report 
saw that it had a paragraph about the State 
House tunnels which he could use to discredit Kaunda, 
President Chiluba did not hesitate to unleash it to 
the public, leaving fundamental issues raised in the 
report unattended to. The report has been on President 
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Chiluba's shelves for over five months now, and there 
have been all sorts of childish excuses as to why it 
could not be released now, like “the government is still 
Studying the report with a view to issuing a white paper”. 


It is almost three yvars since the Gabon air disaster, 
in which the entire Zambia national team perished, and 
the report of the government-sponsored investigation: 
is yet to be made public. The excuse again is silly, “the 
government is still studying it”. 


John Mwanakatwe was badly harangued by President 
Chiluba for releasing the Constitutional Review Com- 
mission report before giving it to him to ‘study it’. After 
seeing what they have done to Mwanakatwe’s recom- 
mendations in their White Paper, we now appreciate 
why they were not pleased with his ‘initiative’ and re- 
spect for the Zambian people. 


The Human Rights report President Chiluba has been 
sitting on is not a cheap issue of little importance, it is 
about the violations of our people's God given rights, 
which no president or government can grant. Presidents 
and governments are only elected and constituted by 
citizens to protect these very fundamental rights. And 
matters of this importance cannot be left to a Mr Chiluba 
or a Dr Kaunda to determine. 


President Chiluba had enough time to publish this report 
but instead he chose to play cheap politics with it. 
We felt that before the credibility of the whole report 
was lost, as with the Chaila report which concerned 
a relatively less fundamental issue, it was in the best 
public interest to publish the Munyama report for 
all to freely study its contents and take a personal 
responsibility in ensuring that the dignity of all people 
living in this country is respected now and forever more. 


It is in this light that we published the Munyama Human 
Rights report before State House could officially release 
it, and will not hesitate to do so again with any other 
report of great public interest should need be. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: UN Estimates Cost of Adjusting Civil 
Servants’ Salaries 

MBO102172096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1442 GMT 01 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bulawayo Feb | SAPA — The 
Zimbabwe Government would have to fork out at least 
ZD2.5 billion (Zimbabwean dollars} to adjust salaries 
for civil servants in line with those of workers in paras- 
tatals and the private sector, a United Nations agency 
said on Thursday. The proposed estimates by the UN 
Development Programme [UNDP] followed a recent job 
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evaluation study which revealed the salary discrepan- 
cies, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY) news agency reported. 


According to the study, a Zimbabwean civil servant 
earned 172 percent less than his counterpart in the 
private sector and 84 percent less than one in a 
parastatal. 

"We have submitted our recommendations on salary 
adjustments to the government, but it is now up to (it) 
to determine how it is going to do that,” said UNDP 
national economist Patrice Chiwota. 


The government had already completed the first phase 
of salary adjustment for civil servants. 


“We know that the government is working on a shoe- 
string budget and therefore there cannot be a one-off 
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adjustment. It needs probably to be phased over a three 
or four-year period,” Chiwota said. He said the agency 
was satisfied with progress made. 


The UNDP is one of the agencies assisting the Zim- 
babwe Government in a crucial civil service reform to 
improve efficiency and effectiveness. At least 25,006 
posts have been abolished since Zimbabwe started free 
market reforms in 1991. 


Chiwota said the agency concentrated on efficiency 
and effectiveness. Among results achieved were the 
government's implementation of performance based 
management systems. 
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Benin 


Benin: Ex-President Kerekou Agrees To Run for 
President 


AB3101125096 Paris AFP in English 
1216 GMT 31 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Porto Novo, Jan 31 (AFP) 
— Benin’s former military ruler, Mathieu Kerekou, 
on Wednesday (31 January] announced that he will 
stand in presidential elections to be held on March 
3. General Kerekou, 63, told a crowd of supporters 
in a packed stadium in Porto Novo that he agreed, 
“with full responsibility and aware of the stakes, to 
be a candidate and strike a new contract of reciprocal 
political confidence with the Beninese people”. 

He had led a Marxist military regime for almost two 
decades after 1972 before standing down in March 1991, 
following free multiparty polls which saw Nicephore 
Soglo put into office. 


Since his defeat, Kerekou, nicknamed “the chameleon", 
retired to his home in the economic capital Cotonou and 
has made very few public appearances. 


Soglo and his main rival from the opposition, Adrien 
Houngbedji, have already filed their candidatures with 
the independent national electoral commission, while 
National Assembly Speaker Bruno Amoussou and the 
chairman of the Benin Communist Party, Pascal Fa- 
tondji, have publicly said they will stand. 


Guinea 


Guinea: Soldiers Fire Shots, Demand Defense 
Minister’s Removal 

AB0202112796 Paris AFP in French 

1113 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Conakry, 2 Feb (AFP) — Ac- 
cording to an AFP correspondent on the ground, sol- 
diers fired gunshots this morning in downtown Conakry, 
where many traders have closed their shops. Various 
sources say the Army has closed the airport and blocked 
the road to the center of Conakry. informed sources re- 
port that the soldiers want a pay raise and the dismissal 
of Defense Minister Abdourahmane Diallo, whom they 
blame for freezing their salaries and promotions. 


Guinea: President Reportedly Fires Defense 
Minister 


AB0202120096 Paris AFP in French 
1131 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Conakry, 2 Feb (AFP) — 


According to an AFP correspondent on the ground, sol- 
diers fired gunshots this morning in downtown Conakry, 
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where many traders have closed their shops. [passage 
omitted} 

Late in the morning, national radio announced that Piss- 
ident Lansana Conte had dismissed the defense minister 
and appealed to the soldiers to return to their barracks. 
‘“\ecording to the radio, General Conte has also promised 
that their grievances will be promptly examined. In mid- 
January, Guinean civil servants received an 18-percent 
pay raise. 


On hearing the gunshots, panic-stricken traders closed 
their shops and the markets were deserted. The soldiers 
closed access roads to the capital and banned any traffic 
in the center of the city. It was still not known by 
late morning whether the gunshots had cl*imed any 
Casualties, but eyewitnesses report that the soluiers had 
fired in the air. 


Guinea: Security Minister Orders Soldiers To 
Return to Barracks 


ABO0202121396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1115 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Jn Conakzy, Guinea, several 
traders have closed theit shcp:. The aizport has also 
been closed down by soldiers who have also blocked 
the road leading to the town center. All this is the result 
of the tension that has been prevailing in the Guinean 
Capital since this morning where soldiers have been 
firing shots into the air in demand for a@ increase in their 
salaries. The dissent is being taken very seriously by 
the Guinean Government and President Lansana Conte. 
From Conakry Ben Daouda Sylla reports: 


{Begin Sylla iecording] There was a reversal of the 
situation in Conakry at 1030 this morning. The national 
defense minister, Colonel Abdourahmans Diallo, was 
relieved of his post, and Interior and Security Minister 
Alseny Rene Gomez spoke on the radio. He called on 
the soldiers to return immediately to Alpha Yahaya 
Diallo Military Barracks situated in Conakry's castern 
suburb where the head of state, Gen. Conte, is even 
expected to issue a statemeni. However, the spate of 
gunshots continue with the erection of roadblocks on 
the capital's principal streets. 

Conakry was almost deserted at 1000 when news spread 
that soldiers from the Alpha Yahaya Barracks were 
marching toward the town center or the Presidential 
Palace where the head of state's office is under heavy 


military guard. 


The men in unifor., including the red berets of the 
dreaded Autonomous Airborne Paratroop Battal: un sta- 
tioned at the Alpha Yahaya Military Camp are demand- 
ing better working conditions and salary increases. Ev- 
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eryone fears an eventual clash with the Presidential 
Guard. Four days before today’s rebellion, there was 
a plan to disarm soldiers. Nobody knows what the out- 
come will be. [end recording] 


Guinea: Caim Reported in Central Conakry; 
Airport Sal) Closed 

ABO202140096 Paris AFP in French 

1307 GMT 2 Feb % 


{FBIS Translated Text] Calm returned to the center of 
Conakry late this morning where soldiers fired heavily 
into the air to demand salary increase and the departure 
of the minister of defense, AFP observed. The shots 
ceased after the broadcast on the national radio of 
a message announcing the dismissal of the defense 
minister, Colonel Abdourhamane Diallo by the head of 
state General Lansana Conte. This message, read by 
Interior Minister Alseny Gomez, is broadcast every five 
minutes. 

President Conte also asked the soldiers to go back to 
their barracks and promised that their demands would 
be rapidly examined. He is expected to speak to all the 
soldiers this afternoon at the Alpha Yaya Camp, near 
the airport. 

This airport, it was learned from various sources, was 
closed by the soldiers and had not been reopened by 
late morning. The road leading to the center of the 
capital was cut off by the soldiers, while the main 
administrative buildings remained closed. The soldiers, 
it was learned from reliable sources, are demanding 
a salary increase and the dismissal of the defense 
minister who, according to them, is an obstacle to 
their promotion. Guinean civil servants received an 18- 
percent salary increase in mid-January. 


Liberia 


Liberia: Rebels Attack UN Convoy; No One Claims 
Responsibility 


AB0102225196 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT | Feb 96 

(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] Once again, there's trouble on 
the road between the Liberian capital, Monrovia, and 
the western town of Tubmanburg. Tubmanburg has been 
the scene of bitter fighting between Roosevelt Johnson's 
faction of the ULIMO [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia] and Nigerian soldiers of the 
peacekeeping force, ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group). 
That has subsided. Relief convoys have begun plying 
between Monrovia and Tubmanburg, but now, a UN 
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convoy has been attacked by rebels, though not, insist 
Roosevelt Johnson officials, by them. From Monrovia, 
Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


The convoy was hit by rebel gunfire yesterday while en 
route from redeploying some five military observers in 
Tubmanburg. United Nations sources, who confirmed 
the attack today, said the incident occurred arovad 
Gomay Farm, a village midway between the crossroads 
town of Kile and Tubmanburg. Nobody was injured 
in the attack, which has left the windshield of one 
vehicle broken and a bullet in the backseat of another. 
The United Nations ruled out the possibility of further 
delays in its activities in western Liberia due to the 
attack saying: We will only take more precautionary 
measures. No faction has claimed responsibility for the 
attack, which comes one week after the reopening of the 
main western highway following fierce fighting recently 
between African peacekeeping troops and Roosevelt 
Johnson's Krahn rebels of ULIMO. 


However, Johnson's chief of staff, Arma Youlo, yes- 
terday blamed fighters of the rival Mandingo faction 
of Alhaji Koromah of carrying out the attack on the 
UN convoy. Yulo said rebels of the rival faction had 
attacked the United Nations convoy so as to discredit 
him after he had given guarantees tc ‘he UN and the 
African peacekeeping force that the highway was safe. 
He warned that he would be compelled to recall into be" 
tle the faction’s lead group, the Krahn Five, to deal with 
the grow.ag number of attacks by the rival ULIMO fac- 
tion. Anybody who thinks we will sit while he derails 
the peace process will see how much weapons we've 
got to [word indistinct) with them, he said. 


Liberia: NPFL’s Charles Taylor Opposes Total 
Disarmament 


AB0202095596 Dakar PANA in English 
0929 GMT 2 Feb 9 


[By Mike T. Rames] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Monrovia, Liberia (PANA) 
— One of Liberia's ruling State Council members, 
Charles Taylor Wednesday [31 January] spoke against 
total disarmament in his country, claiming this will 
jeopardize the sovereignty of the nation. 


Adressing University of Liberia students during a visit 
to the academic institution, Taylor said no nation at war 
in living memory has submitted to total disarmament. 
He stressed the need to arm the police and other para- 
military forces. (?7He) stopped short of recommending 
the arming of the National Army of Liberia (AFL). The 
leader of the National Patnotic Pront of Liberia (NPFL) 
has often advocated the restructuring of the AFL. 


nn Copying and dissemination 
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While saying individuals should be permitted to stock- 
pile arms, the councilman did not clarify whether armed 
factions, which are to be disarmed under the Abuja ac- 
cord should not also be totally disarmed. 


Many Liberians see Taylor's latest utterances as yet 
another piny to stall the peace process. A cross-section 
of citizens interviewed by PANA expressed fears that 
arming the police which is headed by an NPFL nominee 
and which recently recruited 800 fighters of the front, 
could be counter-productive to the peace process. 


This was the third time Taylor has .dvanced a proposal 
which many see as cOutroversial and aimed at diverting 
attention ‘fon the key issues in the Liberian peace 
process. He has called for the restructuring on the 
national Army and the signing of the status of forces 
agreement. But this has been rejected by many religious, 
political and civic organizatios on grounds that they 
are not only a threat to the peace [words indistinct] 
completely irrelevant in the search for peace. 


Meanwhile, [a] group of fighters said to be ULIMO- 
J (United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia-Johnson] militia are reported to have gone on 
the rampage in (?Paynesville), [a] town located about 
12 miles west of here ne night, burning down 

and The fighters who are said 
to have used the road leading to (?Paynesville) since 


town 
Monrovia highway. This latent action b by ULIMO-J has 
forced over five hundred residents of the township to 
flee to neighboring towns and villages. 


Niger 
Niger: Mainassara, New Premier Aji Meet; Premier 
on Measures 


ABO102142096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT | Feb 96 


Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara. Let 
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Clearly affirmed wish. These measures will enable our 
country to rapidly return to the conditions for a normal 


development. 


{Soumanou] Mr. Prime Minister, when will the new 
government be formed? 


[Aji] I have just arrived. You should understand that 
{words indistinct) to enable me to contact all the people 
who may be tipped for posts. | cannot tell you whether 
it is going to be today or tomorrow. It may be today or 
tomorrow or the day after. The most important thing is 
to (?analyze the situation), and to think deeply before 
the cabinet list is published. 


[Unidentified correspondent] [Words indistinct} Your 
Excellency, this morning the Executive Bureau of the 
Federation of Labor Unions of Niger [USTN] and we 
are aware that the USTN is demanding the payment for 
the November, December, and January salaries. Can you 
tell us what transpired from your talks? 


[Aji] This is my baptism by fire because as soon as | 
arrived, I had to meet USTN representatives. They have 
a number of concerns which you mentioned earlier. We 
are all concerned about these problems especially during 
this period of Ramadan fasting. They understood me. | 
asked them to allow me to take stock of the financial 
situation but we did not go into the details (?of their 
proposals). 


[Correspondent] What is the country’s financial situa- 
tion? 


[Aji] Indeed, | know that the treasury is not only empty 
but also [words indistinct] so we need to (?solve this) 
before proposing any measures whatsoever to alleviate 
the problems of the workers. [end recording] 


Niger: New Prime Minister Forms 16-Member 
Cabinet 1 Feb 


ABO102205796 Paris AFP in French 
2013 GMT 1 Feb % 


{FBIS Translated Text} Niamey, | Feb (AFP) — 
Boukari Adji, Niger's prime minister appointed on 
30 January by the military junta which took power 
through a coup d'etat, today formed his government. 
Laouali Moutari, secretary general to the government, 
announced thal the government is entirely made up of 
civilians. 

The new cabinet has 16 members — 13 ministers and 
three secretaries of state — Mr. Moutari announced on 
the national television. 


Only three ministers of the former government have 
maintained their posts. They are Finance and Plan- 
ning Minister Almoustapha Soumaila, Foreign Minister 


without 


of the 
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Bazoum Mohamed, and Defense Minister Mahamane 
Doby. 


Niger: Council Chairman Receives Former Prime 
Minister 


ABO102 164396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT | Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text] Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara, the National Salvation Council Chairman, received 
former Prime Minister Amadou Hama, who spoke to 
Voix du Sahel after the audience. 


(Begin Hama recording] | was summoned by Colonel 
Mainassara io inform me that I was free, which in 
the present context is a very good thing for me. He 
also informed me that the coup was staged under very 
precise conditions ané for very precise reasons. In 
his view, military rule should be as belef as possible. 
I share this view entirely because the restoration of 
Republican legality and constitutional order seems to 
be unavoidable in the present world context. 


It is gratifying to note that the new regime's leaders 
themselves are conscious of the need for the military 
transition to be as short as poss‘ole. As a former leader 
who is conscious of the multiple difficulties facing 
Niger, I think it would be a good thing to find together 
ways and means of ensuring that the sanctions, being 
imposed on us from all directions, do not cause the 
country more harm than the coup itself. 


As a former prime minister, my greatest desire is that the 
10 months of efforts made by my government, which 
were opening prospects toward ending the sufferings 
of Nigerois, should not come to naught, because, in 
the final analysis, it is not the group of soldiers who 
staged the coup who would suffer. It is the entire Niger 
people who risked suffering from an inevitable famine. 
If nothing is done about foreign aid, Nigerois will have 
serious problems, our medical problems will be more 
serious than the nonpayment of salaries. All this will 


I discussed all that with Colonel Mainassara and had the 
feeling that he was conscious of this, and all said and 
done it is up to the commission charged with revising 
the constitution to fix the deadline for the transition. 
This is a good thing and shows a certain determination 
on the part of the Army not to cling to power. [end 
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Niger: Former Assembly Speaker Comments on 
National Situation 

AB0102160896 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1200 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Former National Assembly 
Speaker Mahamadou Issoufou was received by the 
chairman of the National Salvation Council. Let us listen 
to him: 


{Begin Issoufou recording) We discussed two main 
points. The first point was the political situation and the 
second was Niger’s economic and financial situation. 


Regarding the first point, | informed the chairman 
about our concern for the return to legality and the 
continuation of the democratic process. I am pleased 
that the chairman gave me a guarantee that the political 
Situation will rapidly change for a return to legality and 
that democracy will be restored quite rapidly. This was 
a subject of satisfaction for us because, as you know, 
we are very interested in the return to democracy in our 
country. 


The second point was on economic and financial issues. 
You know our country’s financial situation today. It is 
true that the previous government made laudable efforts 
in this regard. It will also be recalled that the previous 
government signed a letter of intent and under normal 
circumstances we should very soon conclude a structural 
adjustment facility agreement with the IMF and later 
a structural adjustment program with the World Bank. 
Niger's financial situation, as everyone knows, is ex- 
tremely bad. This situation demands that we rapidly re- 
store relations with the international community within 
the framework of a structural adjustment facility, as | 
have said, and within the framework of an adjustment 


program. 


I would appeal to our external friends not to abandon 
Niger. The; should effectively support Niger because 
they are right to think that democracy and the republic 
are a sine qua non condition for external aid, but external 
aid can also create the conditions for strengthening the 
republic and democracy in our country. [end recording] 


Niger: ‘Thousands’ Demonstrate in Niamey, 
Elsewhere Backing CNS 

ABO102195896 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT | Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} [Announcer] Thousands of 
people — men, women, and children — this morning 
demonstra.cd in support of the National Salvation 
Council [CNS] and the Niger Armed Forces. The 
vemonstrators, who chanted slogans praising the army 
and the CNS, gathered at the consultations ground at 


report may contain 
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the headquarters of the Armed Forces of Niger. Here 
are echoes of the demonstration: 


(Begin recording] (demonstrators, honking sirens and 
shouting ‘Long live solidarity! Long live patriotism! 
Long live the Armed Forces of Niger! and others) 


(Unidentified female speaker] We are here because we 
want to see the president [as heard) who has saved 
us from the problems of this country. Long live the 
women of Niger in their struggle against oppression! 
Long live the women of Niger in their struggle against 
hypocrisy, lies, and chaos! Long live the women of 
Niger who are mobilized for na: nalism! Long live 
the president of the Armed Forces of Niger! [shouts 
of approval] We have suffered a lot from lies, we have 
suffered a lot from untimely and hollow declarations as 
well as fruitless and meaningless demonstrations at the 
television. Democracy without money — democracy in 
poverty — is dead and we support our national army in 
its fight. Long live the Armed Forces of Niger today, 
tomorrow, and forever! 


{Announcer} Addressing the demonstrators, the CNS 
Chairman Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Amadou Moussa Co, member of the 


of the fact that the people of Niger support the CNS, 
which is determined to go all out. First, let us listen to 
Col. Mainassara: 


(Mainassara} This is proof of the fact that the action that 
we took is in line with the expectations of the people 
and that we have not embarked on a mere adventure to 
{words indistinct}. This is encouraging. We thank you 
very much. [passage omitted] 


{Announcer} Similar demonstrations were held in the 
interior of the courtzy in support of the CNS. The 
demonstrations took place at Tillabery, Kayes, Diffa, 
and Tera. (passage omitted] [end recording] 


Niger: CNS Chairman Reduces Curfew fours 


ABO102201196 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT I Feb 96 


([FBIS Transiated Text] The chairman of the National 
Salvation Council informs the population teat the cur- 
few hours are now between 0000 and 0400 instead of 
between 2300 and 0500. 
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Niger: Council Bans Demonstrations Without Prior 
Authorization 


ABO102221696 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT | Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The chairman of the National 
Salvation Council wishes to inform the general pub- 
lic that all demonstrations, without the council's prior 
authorization, are banned throughout the country. In- 
dividuals, associations, or groups wishing to organize 
demonstrauons must seek prior authorization from the 
council's secretariat 48 minutes in advance and in writ- 
ing. Any violation of this measure is strictly punishable 
by law. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Anti-Soyinka, Nadeco Posters Appear in 
Lagos 


AB0102111196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) In Nigeria, progressive forces 
are still harassed by the authorities. Gani Fawehinmi, the 
very active chairman of the radical movement known as 
the National Conscience has been detained for 48 hours 
now, but no official reasons have been given concerning 
his arrest. 


Meanwhile, posters threatening Wole Soyinka, Nobel 
prize winner in literature, and National Democratic 
Coalition [Nadeco] officials, can now be seen in Lagos. 
One poster reads: He who sows the wind reaps the 
whirlwind. The text was printed in red ink against a 
white background. The Abacha government has accused 
Mr. Soyinka and the Nadeco of trying to destabilize 
Nigeria with the support of foreign countries. The 
Nigerian television recently mentioned Burkina Faso 
and South Africa which have reportedly offered to 
provide commando training camps and funds for the 
Nigerian opposition. No reactions have so far come from 
Quagadougou and Johannesburg. 


Nigeria: Abacha Government Bans TELL Magazine 


ABO102162896 Paris AFP in English 
1604 GMT I Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb | (AFP) — The 
military government has banied TELL, a prominent 
critical weekly magazine, as i! was defending itself in 
court after TELL copies had been seized, press reports 
said here Thursday [1 February]. 


TELL was declared illegal Wednesday after the maga- 
zine challenged the seizure of copies by security agents. 
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The magazine is seeking court ruling that the seizure of 
$5,000 copies of its December 25 edition, which had 
on its cover “Abiola’s freedom: The World waits for 
Abacha, was unlawful and unconstitutional. 


The government has argued thal the magazine was not 
formally registered in accordance with the provision of 
a controversial decree promulgated in 1993 by former 
military regime of General Ibrahim Babangida. 


The decree stipulates that no person can own or publish 
a newspaper unless that person was duely registered as 
a company and that the newspaper has been registered 
in accordance with the decree. 


The decree has been criticised by the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists and human rights organizations as an attempt 
by the government to muzzle the press. 


But the decree, which the government now seems 
determined to enforce, was declared illegal in November 
1993 by a Lagos high court when the independent 
newspaper GUARDIAN sued the government. 


In its objection to the TELL suit, the government said 
that the court had no jurisdiction to hear the case. 


The judge of the Federal High Court has set the next 
hearing for March 11. 


On December 23, the TELL editor-in-chief Nosa Igiebor 
was arrested at his home by security agents. No official 
feason was given for his arrest. 


The company’s lawyer, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, who 
was arrested in his home by security arents Tuesday, 
has since been held incommunicado, according to his 
wife. 


Nigeria: Official on Local Elections, Transition 
Program, Security 

AB0102103096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 0600 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Federal Government says 
the local government election on a nonparty basis stipu- 
lated in the transition program will be held as scheduled. 
The chief of general staff, Lieutenant General Oladipo 
Diya, gave this indication at a news briefing in Abuja. 
State House correspondent, Haruna Idriss, has the de- 
tails: 


[Begin recording] [Idriss] The chief of general staff, 
who was reacting to recent conflicting views on the 
issue, said it is in the interest of government to ensure 
that the transition program is implemented to the !etter. 


[Diya] The view we are holding is that the same people 
who are telling us that these elections are not necessary, 
if we alter that program, these same people will turn 
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round and say it is their practice. You know, we are 
fighting a battle of credibility, and if for any reason we 
alter anything, I think it should not be in the interest 
of the government and the people of this country and, 
in any case you see, when you take the ratio of people 
saying the local government election is not necessary, 
pitched against the ratio of people who are also saying 
that, look, go for the elections because we cannot go 
back on your words, you discover that more people are 
telling us to go for the elections than those who are 
saying we should not go for the elections, and in any 
Case, it is in the interest of the government to bring out 
the program which we have done, and to ensure that 
that program is implemented to the letter. 


(Idriss} Gen. Diya stated that deliberate and deep 
thoughts were given to the transition program before 
it was announced, and said government is determined 
to ensure credible implementation. On the delay in the 
announcement of the 1996 budget, he said it was due 
to government desire to totally analyze the failures and 
successes of past projects with a view to correcting those 
lapses. The chief of general staff stated that the analysis 
exercise, which is in the overall interest of the nation, 
has to be completed before respective meetings of the 
Federal Executive Council, the Council of State, and 
the Provisional Ruling Council take place to consider 
the proposals. 


{Diya} I can assure you that the analysis that we are 
going through and in which, as I said, the head of state 
is personally involved, I think that should be over latest 
by Monday [5 February], then any time from Monday, 
the (?Federal Councils) will hold a series of meetings 
which [words indistinct]. The budget will be announced 
before (words indistinct] but I feel I should just give 
you this information, you know, for you to know what 
is happening. 

{Idriss} On the current rationalization exercise being 
Carried out in the public service, Gen. Diya gave the 
assurance that it was not meant as witch-hunting but to 
remove unproductive workers in the service. He stated 
that if there are cases of unjust removals, those affected 
should feel free to petition the presidency or the Public 
Complaints Commission for redress. 


The chief of general staff also commented on the 
security situation in the country and announced that a 
panel has already been established to get to the roots of 
the recent bomb explosions in parts of the country. 


The briefing by the chief of general staff is the first 
to be held this year. The minister for information and 
culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, and principal officers 
in the General Staff Headquarters attended the briefing. 
(end recording] 
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Nigeria: Politicians Urged To Use Transition 
Agencies for Grievances 


AB0102093296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT I Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigerian politicians have been 
asked to meet and discuss their grievances with the 
transition agencies established by government. The chief 
of general staff, Lieutenant General O' wipo Diya, stated 
this in Abuja at a news briefing. He said it was only 
when they could not reach a consensus on issues that 
the government could be involved. He said that the 
transition agencies were established to address issues 
relating to politicians’ problems, and stressed the need 
for them .o make adequate use of the agencies to move 
the country forward. Gen. Diya reaffirmed government's 
commitment to dialogue with politicians to ensure a 
peaceful transition to democratic rule in the country. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Bo-Freetown Highway Closed After 
Early Morning Attack 

ABO0102203596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT | Feb 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Just a day after the week 
long cease-fire declared by RUF (Revolutionary United 
Front} rebels in Sierra Leone was due to end officially 
and there was an attack yesterday on a vehicle driving 
on the highway between the southern city of Bo and the 
Capital, Freetown, but it seems the finger is not being 
pointed at the rebels. From Bo, Alhassan Sillah reports: 


{Begin Sillah recording) Confusion surrounds the real 
identities of a group of armed men in military combat 
fatigue who attacked the vehicle of a senior military 
commander, [word indistinct], on the Bo-Freetown 
highway in the early hours of today. However, observers 
here have for the first time dismissed speculations that 
the PAM [expansion unknown] attack was the work of 
RUF rebels whose unilateral cease-fire declaration of 
last Tuesday (23 January) was thought to have ended 
yesterday. Rather, these observers have attributed the 
attack to free-lance bandits who may have thought that 
the commanding officer, Major Mamadi Keita, who 
commands troops of the Army Sixth Battalion in the 
diamond rich Tcngo field might have heen carrying 
diamonds in his possession. 

According to one of the commander's bodyguards who 
survived the attack unscathed, the [word indistinct] set 
up barricades with drums and wood on a main bridge 
just inside the town. He said the attackers opened fire 
as their vehicle approached the bridge and, but for the 
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smartness of their driver who swung their Mercedes 
car in a dramatic U-turn, all of them would have 
perished. However, a civilian on board the car was 
killed, while the commander suffered a bullet wound 
across his cheek. Another bodyguard was also hit across 
his collarbone. 


Meanwhile, vehicular traffic on the Bo-Freetown high- 
way has come to a screeching halt as a result of to- 
day's attack and vehicles which were already loaded 
for Freetown are still packed in various places in Bo 
town. Large numbers of passengers who up till midday 
were milling around, awaiting word of clearance, have 
all dispersed and returned to their homes. Military re- 
inforcements have already been sent to the area. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone: Bio Says Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria To 
Mediate in Crisis 


AB0202120896 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2200 GMT | Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the NPRC 
{National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, this afternoon 
briefed the local and international press on his recent 
peace missions to five sister nations in the subregion. 
The head of state said he visited Guinea, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Cote d'Ivoire, and Burkina Faso to acquaint the heads 
of state about [the] events of January 16 and to solicit 
their support and cooperation in finding lasting anu a 
permanent solution to the rebel crisis. He emphasized 
that there are certain countries in the subregion that have 
played a fundamental role in our crisis such as Nigeria, 
Ghana, and Guinea. 


Brig. Gen. Bio told members of the fourth estate 
[as heard} that he specifically visited the Ghanaian 
head of state, President Jerry Rawlings, who is also 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] chairman to get him to put pressure on Foday 
Sankoh to come to the negotiating table. The head of 
state said he got a very favorable response from the 
Ghanaian head of state whom he said also offered his 
official jet for him to visit Cote d'Ivoire and Burkina 
Faso on a similar mission. 


Brig. Gen. Bio said the Ivorian head of state promised to 
contact the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] and even 
offered Yamoussoukro as a venue for any peace talks 
with the rebels. The Nigerian head of state, he said, had 
also offered his services and that of the Nigerian Federal 
capital, Abuja, as a venue. Brig. Gen. Bio also spoke 
of the very frank discussion he had with the Burkinabe 
leader, Mr. Blaise Compaore, who also registered his 
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support to his cause and assured him that he would 
make efforts to contact Foday Sankoh. 


He also mentioned the positive response made by Foday 
Sankoh for this after his maiden speech, and his decision 
to declare a limited cease-fire, and noted that no incident 
was reported during this period, and requested the nation 
to support him in his quest to bring peace back to Sierra 
Leone. 


On the democratic transition program, Brig. Gen. Bio 
disclosed that the government has cleared all the legal 
tussle affecting the work of INEC [Interim National 
Electoral Commission) adding that both moral and 
financial support have been provided to make INEC 
functional. 


He also spoke of a frank and successful meeting with 
heads of all political parties, which he hoped will 
continue. The head of state further disclosed that the 
legal framework is being prepared to give the National 
Reconciliation Committee the necessary foundation and 
emphasized the need for us to have a united country 
adding that if we fail to have a cohesive and united 
society it will make the achievement of peace yery 
impossible. 


Responding to a number of questions posed by the press, 
the head of state reemphasized that the date for elections 
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was agreed at the National Consultative Conference and 
as a government it cannot take any decision otherwise 
unless the people of Sierra Leone decide for a review 
of the date. He stated that the RUF cannot dictate the 
date for elections, but noted that if that date becomes a 
subject of controversy the government will have to get 
the opinion of the people of Sierra Leone. 


He categorically refuted the rumor that the government 
had held talks with an RUF representative in Freetown, 
and blamed members of the press for falsely informing 
the world about a meeting with RUF which never 
took place. Brig. Gen. Maada Bio informed the press 
that he has been informed by the ICRC [International 
Committee of the Red Cross] that Foday Sankoh wants 
to talk to him directly, but that he is yet to receive the 
call. 


The conference was attended by the deputy chairman, 
Colonel Dr. Akim A. Gibril; the secretary general of the 
NPRC, Mr. John Benjamin; Supreme Council members, 
and the foreign secretary, Mr. Melvin Chalobah. The 
vice president of SLAJ [Sierra Leone Association of 
Journalists], Mr. Ibrahim Tajidiba, gave the vote of 
thanks. 
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